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Why Public Procurement of
Innovation?
Public Procurement of Innovation is one of the best strategic public instruments,
because it means a two for one deal. Not only is an opportunity for public entities to
improve and introduce innovation in their services to citizens but promotes innovation
in the market.
Public entities launch this kind of tender asking innovators about their innovative solutions
for an expected problem in the future that they have identified as a challenge in their
strategic plans in the medium term or long term. The provider of innovative solution,
after biding and winning the competition, get a contract to develop their project, make
a pilot and test it, thus getting the first client of this new product/service.

Why is a different tender?
The public entity makes an exercise related to
their needs assessment because they have to
purchase something useful in the future and they
will probably make a market consultation.

Needs asessment
and preliminary
market consultation

Award
criteria:
Price, Cost,
Quality
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Technical
specifications
better than
descriptive
requirements

The documents of the tender will
be demanded in functionalities,
not in concrete specifications.
They don’t want a narrow range
of solutions but a wide range of
possible solutions.

The criteria to evaluate the offers will not only be the price
but also the cost and quality. The best added value in
terms of quality, cost-efficiency, environmental and social
impact. The evaluation criteria and the process will be
clear and transparent.

Opening the doors of Public
Procurement to innovators
Public Procurement of Innovation is a good opportunity for companies to develop some
new products or services demanded from public entities. For innovators, it means a
shorter time-to-market, they open up market/sales opportunities, it’s easier to scale up
and go to market and also attract investors.

The most interesting time to express your interest
in the future tender and to show your thoughts
about what solutions you will propose is going to
the Market Consultation, in the preliminary stage.

The objective of Public entities
in the demand for innovation
For Public entities this kind of innovation demand
is a challenge.
They must move from the short term -the costs
of immediate needs- to the medium term or
long term and put this focus to unmet needs,
the real challenges of the future.
It means the modernization of public services,
getting better value for money, removing supplier lock-in and creating growth and jobs.
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Can your sector access
public tenders?
ACCIÓ has analysed 134 tenders identified during the period of 2017-2018 and has
classified them by sectors and technologies involved:

OTHERS

CULTURAL
INDUSTRIES
BASED ON
EXPERIENCES

CHEMISTRY,
ENERGY AND
RESOURCE
INDUSTRIES

HEALTH AND LIFE
SCIENCES

SUSTAINABLE
MOBILITY
INDUSTRIES

OTHER
SECTORS

27%

26%

25%

13%

9%
Source: ACCIÓ

2017-2018 TENDERS
BY TECHNOLOGIES INVOLVED

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGIES

ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING

BIOTECHNOLOGY

66%

13%

12%

ADVANCED
MATERIALS

OTHERS
SECTORS

6%

3%
Source: ACCIÓ
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What project
do you fit in?
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A tender monitoring task and advice
ACCIÓ, with a staff engaged in Barcelona as well as in fifteen offices in the world, identify and
monitor this kind of tenders on our web.
You can find what project do you fit in, and bid your offer, here:

Thanks to its experience in boosting research and development projects:

ACCIÓ knows
which Catalan
companies are
more qualified to
present an innovative offer for each
tender.
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We accompany
Catalan enterprises
interested and we
do partner search
in requirement
through the Europe
Enterprise Network
(EEN).

We look for technology partners if
they are needed
through our net of
TECNIO certified
technological
centres.

We have a public
list of validated
consultants that
companies can
subcontract if
they need too.

The Innovative Public Procurement
Business in Catalonia
There is a Public Procurement of Innovation Program for Public entities through the
co-financing with the FEDER Operational Program of Catalonia 2014-2020 (PO FEDER
Catalonia 2014-2020).
The estimated value of the project is about 150 million euros. The budget of the FEDER OP
FEDER Catalunya 2014-2020 is 75 million euros.

An initiative co-financed by EEN
(Europe Enterprise Network)
This Catalogue that is on your hands has been co-financed by EEN. It also includes two
workshops to present the Catalogue of Early Demand: Future Projects of Public Procurement for Innovation, and the workshop of International Tenders in Public Procurement
of Innovation.

Enterprise Europe Network (www.
een.ec.europa.eu) is an international
network of close to 600 partners from
62 countries with more than 3,000 local experts ready to help you find the
right partners and grow your business
through innovation.
Amongst other services, ACCIÓ, the
Catalan Agency for Business Competitiveness, as a member of the network,
organizes year after year at the Smart
City Expo World Congress (SCEWC)
a B2B matchmaking event (Brokerage
Event).
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Do we start to
work?
If you are a company with a project that
is developing an innovative solution, we
want to know about it. Maybe we could
recommend you in biding for a tender,
and we could help you in looking for a
partner in the international market.
If you are a public entity we could help
you in looking for partners, in spreading
your challenge and in making Market Consultations.
Whether you are a public entity or a company,
please contact us:
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About ACCIÓ, the Agency for
business competitiveness
ACCIÓ is the agency set up by the Catalan Government to make Catalan enterprise more
competitive throughout the world. Its key aims are to promote business growth, drive
innovation, internationalisation and attract inward investment.
ACCIÓ functions:
 Developing business competitiveness.
 Encouraging the internationalisation of Catalan firms, their expansion and consolidation.
 Promoting Catalonia as a business-friendly location.
 Encouraging R+D and business innovation, as well as technology transfer.
 Fomenting the creation of technological and high-growth potential startups.

To promote internationalisation and innovation, ACCIÓ counts on a network of 40 Trade &
Investment Offices across the globe based at the main economic cities, operating in over
100 markets. Our Trade & Investment Offices provide Catalan business qualified support,
insight and advice in international trade & investment.
Catalonia Trade & Investment Offices closely monitor market trends and analyse potential
risks. Services provided are tailor-made depending on specific company needs and level
of presence in chosen markets, from creating demand to giving support in productive
investment and logistics:
 Market research.
 Search for marketing channels: distributors, agents, customers, etc.
 Search for supply chains: suppliers, manufacturers, etc.
 Search for trade and technological strategic alliances.
 Setting up: business location, legal and labour advice, partnership opportunities, etc.
 Trade missions.
 Contact follow-ups and business networking.
 Recruitment of qualified staff.
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Find your future projects
of Public Procurement for
Innovation
Catalogue of Early Demand
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1. A platform enabling public service operators to combine
publication of open data with access to and control by
citizens of their related personal data
Coordinator
Grenoble-Alpes Métropole
Challenge
French law requires cities larger than 3500 inhabitants to make available their "territorial data"
in an anonymous open data format:
 Collection and extraction of open data.
 “Territorial data” shall be compiled for each citizen into a personal account.
 Citizens should be able to authorize and revoke at any moment that specific personal data.
Expected results
 Higher impact at lower cost: increase publication of open data from smaller cities by pooling
resources with a bigger nearby city.
 Help to build up trust into a city administrations' role as curator of citizens' personal data.
 Foster local non-profit use of citizen.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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2. Connected Vehicle Technology Sandbox
Coordinator
City of Tampa

Challenge
Using cellular networks (4G/5G) based applications to connect vehicles, transit, infrastructure
and pedestrians (V2X) to improve safety and multi-modal mobility.
Expected results
 Transit bus/streetcar efficiency: transit signal priority.
 Pedestrian safety: pedestrian in roadway/intersection warning.
 Crash avoidance: forward collision warnings, intersection movement assist, queue ahead
warnings.
 Secure V2X solution.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Interest in market situation
YES
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NO

3. Terrassa: a resilient city
Coordinator
Terrassa Council

Challenge
To have mechanisms that facilitate risk identification, simulation of effects and proposal of
actions on that way the municipal services can be connected to prevent, mitigate and correct
the impacts. Main priorities:
 Risk of fire in the North-West area.
 Floods in the Riera de Palau.
 Vulnerable groups of people.
Expected results
 To acquire TIC innovative systems to facilitate the flow of identification.
 To achieve a Resilient City.
 Development of Innovation Public Procurement processes.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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4. Pro-active identification of cockroach plagues
Coordinator
Terrassa Council

Challenge
To solve the problem of cockroach plagues.
The elimination of the plague from its detection takes an approximate duration of one week,
which decisively affects the quality of life of the citizenship and the image of the city.
Expected results
 To identify the early period of insects before their appearance on public roads and activate
the appropriate action measures.
 The acquisition of innovative systems that facilitate this early identification of plagues which
are also easily exportable to other cities.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interested in making a public buyer consortium

YES

NO

Interest in market situation

YES
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NO

5. Motorization of public services
Coordinator
Parets Council

Challenge
Oriented to promote a sustainable urban environment, which incorporates Smart initiatives
in the sub-areas of Sustainable Urban Environment that incorporates Smart initiatives in the
fields of urban environment, waste management, energy and water.
Expected results
 Motorization of public services water, street lighting, electric energy meters, garbage collection
containers.
 City services, traffic control, traffic lights, information panels at bus stops.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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6. Immersive VR Memory Café for dementia patients
Coordinator
Oxfordshire Country Council

Challenge
The number of people with dementia globally is estimated to be 50 million and is projected to
nearly triple by 2050.There is recognized need to support dementia patients in improving and
retaining their cognitive ability.
Accessibility of services designed to this end vary and there is a recognized need to deliver
reminiscence therapies via technology.
Expected results
 Reducing pressure on statutory services: delivering psychosocial interventions in the home
environment via technology will reduce pressure on the NHS and create efficiency savings.
 Health & Wellbeing: reminiscence therapies act as a positive driver for people living with
dementia.
 Transport: reducing Carbon emissions by eliminating the need for patient transport.
 Workforce: releasing NHS capacity.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES
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NO

7. New model of standardization of assistance processes
Coordinator
Consorci Corporació
Sanitària Parc Taulí
Challenge
Clinical pathways are tools to standardize care process management. Current processes are
highly variable and it is common to use them only for recording nursing activity.
Our hospital developed the Multidisciplinary standardization on Assistance Processes.
However we are currently using it on paper, making data storage, manage, and analysis
difficult.
Expected results
A digital solution to keep track of all clinical processes in our hospital. A solution that facilitates the
integration of all professionals involved in patient assistance.
 Impact on professionals: better planning for clinical processes based on scientific evidence.
Increase of security during patient’s assistance. Support in decision making.
 Impact on patients: better assistance.
 Impact on hospitals: decrease of unnecessary hospital stays, detailed planning, easy to
obtain data for analysis.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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8. Intestinal perfusion monitoring system during colorectal
surgery
Coordinator
Consorci Corporació
Sanitària Parc Taulí
Challenge
There are a high number of suture dehiscence mainly due to poor vascularization of
anastomosis during colorectal surgery.
Therefore there is the need to develop a method, objective, reliable, and effective, for the
evaluation of the intestinal vascularization, allowing the identification of those areas with the
least probability of suffering a suture outage after an anastomosis.
Expected results
 Increasing the patient quality of life.
 Reduction of expenses associated with suture dehiscence.
 Improvement of the standardization of the procedure, and easiness of decision-making by
the surgeon.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES
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NO

9. Design Health strategy to promote healthy habits, improve
maternal health, ensure optimum child development and
reduce child obesity
Coordinator
Consorci Sanitari de Terrassa

Challenge
Prevention and early intervention to prevent successfully the obesity.
Identifying mothers and children at risk of being obese and the determinants that have caused
this condition to establish what type of intervention should be performed in each individual
or group.
Expected results
 Providing a strong evidence of successful approaches for bridging the ‘knowledge-do’ gap in
improving maternal and child health.
 Obtaining successful engagements and adherence to the health program and promote
healthy habits and education.
 Creating an IT lifelong learning platform for self-engagement. To increase the overall healthy
habits, making them self-aware of the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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10. Integrated solution to improve living conditions for
elderly people at home, including health promotion and
healthy habits coach
Coordinator
Consorci Sanitari de Terrassa
Challenge
To set up an universal and versatile platform capable to gather information from different kinds
of Medical devices at home to monitor patients. Transmit information in a secure way.
The platform has to give specific feedback to patients including information of their indications
and their medication.
Expected results
 Impact on the improvement of the well-being and QoL of these patients.
 Impact on prompt intervention when a medicals alert arise.
 Social impact having elderly with multi chronic disease well monitored and their relatives
and carers well informed on their status.
 Impact on the way of care are provided by health care organizations patient-centred and
focusing on prevention, early detection and coaching.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES
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NO

11. A rapid diagnostic tests to improve the clinical pathways
associated with Ventilated Acquired Pneumonia (VAP)

Coordinator
Aquas
Challenge
 The diagnosis of Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia (VAP) is a challenge because the
affected tissue is not accessible to sampling. A VAP diagnosis based on clinical symptoms
only might lead to overdiagnosis and excessive antibiotic treatment. An early detection of VAP
can enhance the appropriate management of the disease, reduce morbidity and mortality.
 EURIPHI project defined the clinical decision tree, focusing on detection of colonization and
antibiotic stewardship of VAP.
 We identified several needs, such as the absence of reliable epidemiological data and useful
prognostic biomarkers.
Expected results
 A rapid test that can rule in or out infection, diagnose a syndrome (sepsis, pneumonia), or
identify a specific pathogen or resistance determinant should be targeted as this will improve
patient care and reduce healthcare costs.
Term to launch the tender
< 1 year

< 2 years

> 2 years

Interested in making a public buyer consortium
YES

NO

Type of public procurement innovation
PCP

PPI

Interest in market situation
YES

NO
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Contact information

If you are interested in some of the future projects contact with:
Public Procurement for Innovation
inint.accio@gencat.cat

Stay connected and get the latest updates and news from ACCIÓ!
accio.gencat.cat
@accio_cat

ACCIÓ Worldwide Offices
Accra / Amsterdam / Beijing / Berlin / Bogota / Boston / Brussels / Buenos Aires / Casablanca
/ Copenhagen / Dubai / Hong Kong / Istanbul / Johannesburg / Lima / London / Mexico City
/ Miami / Milan / Montreal / Moscow / Mumbai / Nairobi / New Delhi / New York / Panama /
Paris / Santiago de Chile / São Paulo / Seoul / Shanghai / Silicon Valley / Singapore / Stuttgart
/ Sydney / Tel Aviv / Tokyo / Warsaw / Washington DC / Zagreb

